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case so far as it was sub judice, he indicated the view that at
least those civil servants, medical or otherwise, who hold
permanent, as distinguished from acting appointments in
the Colonies, were entitled to the protection of the Colonial
Office regulations.

It now appears by the judgment delivered by Lord Hob-
house that this is not the case. We are interested in the
question not merely by reference to this case, but by refer-
ence to the general position of the large number of medical
men whose livelihood in their colonial homes is largely de-
pendent upon the tenure of official appointments hitherto
supposed to be secure from arbitrary determination.
Without going into any personal questions suggested in

the present case, it is perfectly well known that the executive
officers of Colonial Governments are not always above the
suspicion of personal rancour and partisanship, and that in
these comparatively small communities, cliques and indi-
vidual quarrels assume importance. We venture to appeal
to the Colonial Secretary to issue some distinct statement as
to the security of tenure of medical or other officers holding
colonial appointments. That they can only hold them dur-
ing good behaviour is admitted, but that they should be sub-
ject to the absolute caprice of a Colonial Secretary or an
Acting Governor is a state of things which no one can con-
sider tolerable.

FOUNDATION OF AN INDIAN BRANCH OF THE
NATIONAL HEALTH SOCIETY.

A DRAWING room meeting was held at the residence of the
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, Calcutta, on January 2nd,
for discussing means for diffusing sanitary knowledge among
the women of India, when it was decided to establish a
branch of the National Health Society. There were present
several native gentlemen of rank and note, and an unusually
large number of native ladies. Among the European ladies
present were Lady Elliott, Mrs. Macpherson, Mr~. Douglas
White, Mrs. Maegreggor, Dr. Staley, Mrs. Donaldson, Mrs.
Grant, and others.

Sir CHARLES ELLIOTT, in opening the proceedings, said it
was very gratifying to Lady Elliott and himself that the in-
vitation had been responded to by such a large assembly.
He then introduced Mr. Ernest Hart, asking him to explain
the constitution of the English Society, of which he proposed
to establish a branch, and the nature of the assistance re-
quired for carrying on its work.
Mr. ERNEST HART, who was warmly received, said that it

gave him the greatest satisfaction to be able to put before so
influential an audience, gathered together in so important a
house as Belvedere, and under the auspices of the well
beloved and, noble ruler of the Province and of Lady Elliott,
who has been the life and soul of this movement, a brief
statement of the work done by the National Health Society
in England, and the manner in which it had been done, and
the hopes which the Society entertained in regard to India.
Before taking any decided steps they had had the advant-
age of the advice and assistance of persons occupying promi-
nent positions in India, and especially of some ladies who
had worked here practically. The people of England had
proceeded on the principle of self-help, and of not leaving
everything to officials. That principle had actuated the
National Health Society, of which it was now proposed to
establish a branch. This Society commenced from very
small beginnings, and the first thing which it undertook was
the writing and revising of publications, cheap and simple,
small tracts on great subjects, penny documents, sometimes
halfpenny documents, intended for circulation on the larger
scale either by purchase or gift. Among other subjects,
these writings dealt with pure water, how to obtain it, what
it does, and the mischiefs done by impure or polluted water.
This was a great subject with the people of England,
but it was one of far greater moment in ILndia.
Mr. Hart said he had been reproached with having a policy
of great expenditures, but [really the policy which he urged
upon the meeting and which he desired to have repeated in
every village in India, was a very simple matter, which
might well be named the policy of the tea kettle. If they
could but bring home to the minds of every villager and

every house mother, every magistrate and every priest the
vast importance of such homely measures as boiling their
water and boiling their milk they would render an inestimable
service to the country. It was annually reported in every
public document as to the health of Bengal that whereas
in the great undrained plains the people were weak, pallid,
suffering from liver complaints, and perishing by hundreds of
thousands from ague and other diseases, in the gadls, where
they occupied the same position except that the place was
better drained and better managed as to water supply, etc.,
the great mass of that mortality ceased. In some districts in
Bengal there were as many as 55 deaths per 1,000 annually
from malarious fevers, while in the gaols there were but 2
deaths annually among an average population of 4,000. Prac-
tically, therefore, the whole of that mortality could be
stopped by boiling the water and draining the land. That
was, however, only one sort of tract.. There were many others
on every side of the health question, an abundant series of
which he had brought out with him. He did not, however,
consider that thej$)rould all be suitable for their purposes
here, they would reu4ire revision and adaptation to the cir-
*cumstances of life in India, and probably this would be one
of the first works undertaken by the Society. This would
require funds, and it would also require the practical co-
operation of those acquainted with the varying conditions
met with in different parts of the country. Mr. Hart con-
cluded his interesting and instructive address by hoping that
this Society, commenced under such favourable auspices, had
a great future before it.

Sir CHARLES ELLIOTT then read the following resolutions,
which were taken together:
That this meeting approves of the work done by the National Health

Society of England, and approves of the proposed extension of it o
India for the spread of health knowledge among all classes of,the popula-
tion.
That this meeting considers that European and Indian ladies can

render good service to the community by taking part in the work, and
that it is desirable that mixed representative committees be formed for
the purpose in Calcutta and other centres.
That a preliminary committee for Bengal be now formed, with power to

add to its number, and to adopt a permanent constitution to raise funds
to carry on the work, such committee to include Lady Elliott, Surgeon-
Lieutenant-Colonel Harvey, Drs. Joubert, Simpson, and Gregg.

Dr. SIMPSON supported the resolutions, and heartily advo-
cated the propagation of information and knowledge in
sanitary matters in the homes of India, whatever might be
done by municipalities or by the Government, but the main
thing was private sanitation and the personal hygiene of the
home.
After speeches by various gentlemen present, several of

whom stated that the proposal to boil the water was but the
revival of an old Oriental custom, the resolutions were put
and carried by acclamation.
The LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR moved a vote of thanks to Mr.

Ernest Hart for his interesting address, which was also
carried by acclamation.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE,
NOTICE OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS FOR 1895.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS.
MEETINGS of the Council will be held on April 24th,
July 10th, and October 23rd, 1895. Candidates for elec-
tion by the Council of the Association must send in their
forms of application to the General Secretary not later than
twenty-one days before each meeting-namely, April 3rd,
June 20th, and October 2nd, 1895.
Any qualified medical practitioner, not disqualified by any

by-law of the Association, who shall be recommended as
eligible by any three members, may be elected a member by
the Council or by any recognised Branch Council.
Candidates seeking election by a Branch Council should

apply to the Secretary of the Branch. No member8 can be
elected by a Branch Council unless their names have been
inserted in the circular summoning the meeting at which
they seek election. FnANCIs Fowxm, General ecretary.
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LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.

MUMaBns are reminded that the Library and Writing Rooms
of the Association are fitted up for the accommodation of the
members in commodious apartments, at the offices of the
Association, 429, Strand. The rooms are open from 10 A.M. to
5 P.M. Members can have their letters addressed to them at
the Office. _ _

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.
DUBLIN BRANCH.-The annual meeting of this Branch will be he Id in

the Hall of the Royal College of Physicians (by permission of the Pre-
sident and Fellows) on Thursday, February 14th, at 4.30 P.M. The an nual
dinner will also take place the same evening in the College at 7.30.-J OHN
MoLoNy, Honorary Secretary, St. Patrick's Hospital, Dublin.

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH.-A special and general meeti ng
of this Branch will be held in Liverpool about the end ofFebruary. A p-plications for membership, and all communications, should be addresse d
at once to the Honorary Secretary, JAMES BARR, M.D., 72, Rodney Stree t,
Liverpool.

SOUTH-WALES AND MONMOUTH.SHIRE BRANCH.-The next meeting of this
Branch will be held at Aberdare on Thursday, February 28th. Members
desirous of reading papers, etc., are requested to communicate with Dr.
Sheen, Cardift, not later than February 12th.-A. SHEIEN, M.D., andD. ARTHUR DAVIES. M.B., Honorary Secretaries.

SOUTH OF IRELAND BRANCH.-A meeting of the Council of the Branch
will be held on Saturday, February 16th, in the School of Art, Nelson
Place, Cork, at 5 P.M.

BOuTHERN BRANCH: SOUTH WILTs DISTRICT.-The next meeting of this
District will be held at the County Hotel, Salisbury on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 13th, at 2 P.m. Papers will be read by Dr. Evans, Mr. Willcox, and
Mr. Coates. Luncheon at 1 o'clock, at 2s. ed. a head. Members intendingto be present should communicate with the Honorary Secretary, H. J.
MANNING, Laverstock, Salisbury.

BOUTHERN BRANCH: SOUTH-EAST HANTS DISTRICT. -An ordinarymeeting of this District will be held on Tuesday, February 12th, at 9 P.M.,
at the Portsmouth Medical Library, 5, Pembroke Road, Portsmouth. Dr.
Mumby, delegate to the International Congress of Hygiene, will give his
report, lllustrated by lantern slides.-C. C. CLAREMONT, Honorary Secre-
tary, Elm Grove, Southsea.

SOuTH-EASTERN BRANCH: WEST KENT DISTRICT.-The next meeting of
this District will take place at Maidstone on Friday, March 15th, Dr. F.
J. Plomley in the chair. Gentlemen who wish to read papers or exhibit
specimens are requested to communicate with the Honorary Secretary
not later than February 21st,-EDWARD GROUND, Honorary Secretary, 1,Ashford Road, Maidstone.

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: SOUTH JLONDON DISTRICT.-The
next meeting of this District will be held at the Evelina Hospital for
Children, Southwark Bridge Road, at 4 P.M., on Thursday, February 14th.
Cases of clinical interest from the wards of the hospital will be shown
and demonstrated on by the members of the staff. All practitioners,whether members of the Association or not, will be heartily welcomed.-
H. BETHAM ROBINSON, 1, Upper Wimpole Street, W., Honorary Se c-
retary.

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: EAST LONDON AND SOUTH EssExDISTRICT.-The next meeting will be held at the Town Hall, Hackney, on
Thursday, February 21st, at 8.30 P.m. The chair will be taken by Dr.Daly, Vice-President of the District. Agenda: Minutes of last meeting.
Letter from Mr. Dickson. Letter from East Kent District, South-EasternBranch. Mr. Swinford Edwards will read a paper on Some Improve-
ments in the Treatment of Rectal Disease. Visitors will be cordiallywelcomed.-H. E. POWELL, Honorary Secretary, Glenarm House, Upper
Clapton.

STAFFORDSHIRE BRANcH.-The second general meeting of the present
session will be held at the Swan Hotel, Stafford, on Thursday, February28th. The President, Dr. Charlesworth, will take the chair at 3.30 P.m.-
GEo. REID, Honorary Secretary, Stafford.

EDINBURGH, STIRLING, KINROss, AND CLACKMANNAN, AND DUNDEE
AND DISTRICT BRANCHES.-A conjoint meeting of the above Branches ofthe British Medical Association will be held at Edinburgh on Friday,
February 15th. The meeting will be open to all members of the BritishMedical Association. A Medical Congress will be held in the large Sur-
gical Theatre, Royal Infirmary, at 4 P.m., when patients, specimens,apparatus, etc., will be exhibited and discussed. A demonstration on
Cranio-Cerebral Topography will be given by Professor Chiene, F. R.C.S.,at 3.30 P.m. Museum in University Surgical Theatre, and special demon-strations in side rooms from 3.15 P.M. onwards. Thereafter the membersand their friends will dine together in the West End Cafd, 129, Princesr3treet at 6.30 P.M., Professor Annandale, President of the EdinburghBranch, in the chair. Dinner tickets, 4s. Notice of patients, specimens,
or apparatus for exhibition should be sent to the respective Secretaries

that suitable arrangements may be made, of which a detailed programme
will be issued to the members later.-R. C. BuiST, M.D., Annfleld House,
Dundee; C. J. LEwIS, M.D., Stirling; R. W. PHILIP, M.D., 4, Melville
Crescent, Edinburgh, Honorary Secretaries. P.S.-Intimation should
be sent regarding the dinner before the 12th to Dr. R. W. Philip, Edin-
burgh.

ABERDEEN, BANFF, AND KINCARDINE BRANCH.-An ordinary general
meeting of the Branch will be held in Milnes' Library, tTnion Street,
Aberdeen, on Wednesday, February 20th, at 8 P.M., the President, Pro-
fessor Stephenson, in the chair. Business: Minutes, Nominations, etc.
Professor Stephenson: The Ethical Aspects of the Pharmacy of To-day.
Professor Finlay: Two Cases of Renal Disease, with specimen. Professor
Ogston and Dr. Don: A Case of Diphtheria treated by Antitoxin.-C.
THISELTON URQUHART, and J. SCOTT RIDDELL, Honorary Secretaries,
Aberdeen.

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, BRANCH.
A R&EGULAR meeting of this Branch was held on January 10th,
Dr. MILSOM (President) in the chair.
Anderson Appeal Fund-The SECRETARY read a letter of

acknowledgment of £2 from the treasurer of the Anderson
Appeal Fund.

Communications.-Dr. E. KIRKPATRICK read a paper on
Sympathetic Ophthalmia, showing a very interesting case
illustrating his remarks.-Drs. M. A. B. SMITH and CAMPBELL
reported a case of Crossed Hemi-aniesthesia, and read report
on the case submitted by Dr. A. Starr, of New York. A pro-
longed discussion followed.

. OXFORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH.
A GENERAL meeting was held on January 25th in the Rad-
cliffe Infirmary, Dr. HUTCHESON (President) in the chair.

Confrmation of Minutes.-The minutes of the previous
meeting were read and confirmed.
New Menber.-Mr. J. Burnet Yelf was elected a member of

the Branch.
Amendment of Medical Acts.-A resolution was carried:
That this Branch expresses a general approval of the draft Bill toc

amend the law relating to irregular practice.
Ijedical Aid Associations.-Dr. COLLIER brought forward the

subject of medical aid associations, upon which there was a
long discussion. The following resolution was carried:
That the Council of the Branch be asked to draw up a list of the

medical aid associations in the district which would come under the
definition given by the General Medical Council.

Choice of President-elect.-Mr. H. P. Symonds, of Oxford,
was elected President-elect.

YORKSHIRE BRANCH.
AT a special meeting of this Branch, held at York on January
9th, the following resolution was passed:
The Yorkshire Branch of the British Medical Association, feeling that

a great injustice has been done to Mr. Anderson, that the matter is of
serious importance to the medical profession, and that it sympathises
sincerely with Mr. Anderson in his difficulty, hereby resolves to con-
tribute the sum of £10 towards his expenses.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE,
PARIS.

Medical Aid for the Sick Poor at their own Homes in Paris.
The Health of Paris.-The Dental Art applied to Relics.
General News.

IN 1893 the expenses of the Home Gratuitous Medical Help.
Service were £399,767 8s.; the expenses of 1895, it is esti-
mated, will be less by £8,040. M. Bompard, a municipal
councillor, cothsiders that the economical changes proposed
are exaggerated, and asks whether they arc the result of a
well-organised reform or of the Public Assistance budget
being in a bad way. He is inclined to believe that the latter
is the more probable cause. The Maternity Service is the one
which has to bear the brunt of this economical reform.
Separate visits, frequently at a considerable distance one
from the other, render the question more complicated. The
medical men in question have sent a petition to the Soci6t&
M6dicale des Bureaux de Bienfaisance stating that their
Lyons confreres receive £95 per annum for doing less than
their Paris colleagues, and they ask that their salaries be


